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SW.-NE. orientation. The whole landscape looked very deso-
late and dead, as indeed it was. There was a good deal of Abal
and Hadh, but all dead ; and those who had clamoured for a
halt in the better pastures some way behind seemed to have
been justified by the unfavourable turn of events against us.
Let us press on, I said to Salim; we may come to pastures
ahead. But I saw Zayid speeding up from the rear. We had
reached the third of the Hawaya ridges when he caught us up.
The afternoon is far spent, he suggested; it is time we prayed.
As you wish, I said meekly in accordance with my declared
intention of leaving the ordering of our movements entirely
to Zayid. So we off-saddled to settle down for the night and
the camels went off in search of food. Around us the low
ranges of dunes rode upon an ocean of gently swelling downs.
Again we had done about 40 miles during the day. A third
of our journey was accomplished in three full days and a
bittock, while, with 120 miles behind us, we were now back
again at about the meridian from which we had retreated only
ten days or so earlier. Then we were beaten and felt it; now
we were full of vigour and optimism, knowing that the real
trouble lay ahead *of us but conscious that we had stolen a
long march on it without much effect on ourselves. The
camels had not had the best of luck in the matter of pastures,
but things might have been a good deal worse. We still had
some meat and our water-supply was well on the right side of
sufficiency—thanks to the cool weather we had so far enjoyed.
A cool north-east breeze continued to fan us, and a clear
sky gave me the opportunity of making more astronomical
observations. But the event of the evening was the appear-
ance of the new moon of Dhil Qa'da, the third and presumably
last new moon of our wanderings, for the next, by the grace of
God, should find us at Mecca. Hasan, surnamed * Wolf-face,'
established his claim to be the keenest-eyed of all our party.
His range of vision was astonishing and he actually picked up
the slender crescent before the sun had set. For some minutes
we sought it in vain and then Zayid saw it a second or two
before myself. Sa'dan was altogether left at the post and
never saw the moon till the following night. His early up-
bringing in an airless, windowless home at Majma'a had

